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1895-1899 laboured unremittingly to retain as effective members of the party
Age 42-47 tkose who, from time to time, stood between him and the first place
in it.
n
The two years 1897 and 1898 were almost eventless in the sphere
of domestic policy.   In foreign affairs they are associated with con-
troversies regarding Crete, the N.W. frontier of India, and the
command of the head waters of the Nile.   The re-conquest of the
Sudan by Sir Herbert Kitchener in 1898, the arrival, when it was
barely complete, of Marchand and his French coadventurers at
Fashoda, in apparent violation of the rights of Egypt in that region
which France had not only admitted, but supported in the past;
the reassertion of these rights by Britain against France and the
diplomatic strain which it set up between the two countries—this
well-worn and familiar succession of events calls for no extended
notice here.1 It was, however, the prelude, and to some extent the
pretext, for a new and gaping rift in the Liberal lute.  To Harcourt's
eyes Rosebery, Grey, and in a lesser degree Asquith, were tainted
with jingoism.  He had professed " infinite regret and surprise " at
a statement made in March 1895 by Sir E. Grey.   The latter had
referred to a suggestion thrown out in the debate that the French
might find their way into the Upper Nile Valley and had expressed
scepticism as to any such project on the part of the French on the
ground that it would, if given effect to, constitute an " unfriendly
act" vis-d,-vis this country.   Sir E. Grey had actually said it would
be viewed as an unfriendly act by " England and Egypt," but the
last two words had been accidentally omitted from the report.
There was a minor storm over the speech in the Cabinet, Harcourt
and others protesting on this occasion:  but the dissentients fell
into line and endorsed the speech subject to the reinsertion of the
. words omitted.  Sir E. Grey was right in supposing that no French
expedition was on its way at the time he spoke, i.e. March 1895.
Marchand  did not start until  after the fall  of the  Liberal
Government, but when he arrived at Fashoda, Liberal ex-Ministers
were confronted with the very circumstances which, they had
agreed, would be viewed by England and Egypt as an unfriendly
act against both countries.   The "Imperialists" proceeded so
to view it and the logic of this view required them to support
ffie Government, as they did, in insisting on the withdrawal of
V& was feat *xfb by Asquith in speeches at Leven on 13th October and at
-	1898.

